
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

 

 

Depending on the pumpkin, some are easy to 

carry out of the patch and others really make 
you work for it! 

Ms. Stahl’s Classroom Newsletter  
The data in the tables at left show that, in most 

every case, WCSD students entered their Fall 2015 

grade level with a GE (grade equivalency) closer to 

that grade level than did students who entered a 

particular grade level in Fall 2014. (This trend 

holds true dating back to Fall 2011.)  In other 

words, students are more prepared for the grade 

level they entered this year because of the growth 

they’ve experienced over the past academic 

year(s).   

 

Additionally, growth of a cohort can be seen by 

tracking them diagonally from the Fall 2014 

column to the Fall 2015 column. For example, 

while fourth grade students entered 4th grade 

Reading in 2014 at a GE of 2.7, new 4th grade 

students entered 4th grade Reading in 2015 at a GE 

of 3.5.  Viewed diagonally, those 4th grade students 

who entered 4th grade in 2015 were third grade 

students the year prior and entered 3rd grade at a 

2.0 GE. From Fall of their 3rd grade year to Fall of 

their 4th grade year, those students grew 1.5 GE. 

 

Finally, graphed growth data from NWEA MAP from 

Fall 2014 to Fall 2015 shows some supporting 

information but also points to some areas where 

focus is needed. For example, 1st-2nd and 6th-7th 

grade Reading as well as 5th-6th grade 1st-2nd grade 

Math. These groups of students did not grow as 

they should have according to normative data.  

 

Universal Screening: B.O.Y. 

Curriculum & 
Instruction 
Newsletter 

 

 

October -November  2015  

Volume 3,  Issue 2  

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vision 

 
The Walthall County School District will work to 
build and improve an educational system that 
equips students with the knowledge and skills 
necessary for success in higher education and the 
workforce, and enable them to prosper as 
responsible citizens and parents. 

 
Mission 

 
The Walthall County School District will provide 
every opportunity for all students to perform at the 
highest level of their capability. 
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The Focus of the Month for October is Vocabulary 

for elementary schools and Vocabulary 

Instruction & Word Attack Strategies for 

secondary schools.  

 

Please review the Literacy Focus manuals 

applicable to the grade level(s) you teach. Utilize 

the information in these guides and discuss 

content/strategies with your colleagues at PLCs, 

subject/grade-level meetings, etc. Implement 

the monthly focuses SCHOOL-WIDE across 

content areas.  

 
Literacy Focus of the Month-Elementary 
Literacy Focus of the Month-Secondary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Literacy Focus of the Month-Elementary 
Literacy Focus of the Month-Secondary 

 

Important Upcoming Events/Dates 

Final day to submit items to be placed on the 

School Board agenda is Wednesday, 

November 11th, by 3:00pm. 

Board Meeting November 17th, 5:30pm 

Multi-tier System of Supports (MTSS) PD 

Resources Webinar October 28th 1”00-

2:15pm.  

School-based Odyssey PL (all day during 

teacher planning) December 7th-11th.  7th -TPS, 
8th -TES, 9th -THS, 10th-Salem, and 11th -Dexter 

Reminders to Principals 

 October DLT#2 10/28 @ 9am     

 November DLT#1 11/11 @ 9am 

 If you haven’t already, check out the MAP 

summary with quadrant chart report  

Reminders to Teachers 

 Use the Literacy Focus of the Month 

strategies! 

 Push AR and the REAL reason behind it—not 

the quizzes, not the points, but the benefit 

reading has on the future for our students. 

 Thank you for doing a good job keeping 

classroom resources well-maintained, clean, 

and presentable. This includes things like 

PCs, chromebooks, and other electronic 

resources. Please remember to continue 

doing this! 

Our Vision & Mission Literacy Focus of the Month 

WCSD Plans/Reports 
ALL WCSD educators need to be aware of and 

knowledgeable, to varying degrees, of the 

following plans and/or reports available on 

district’s website under District Information -> 

Plans and Reports: 

 

2013-2018 Five Year Strategic Plan 

2015-2016 Dropout/Restructuring Plan 

2015-2016 Instructional Mgmt Plan 

2015-2016 Instructional Mgmt System 

2015-2016 Professional Learning Plan 
2015-16 Beginning Teacher Mentoring Plan 

2015-16 Career Pathway Plan 

 

If you are not familiar with one or more of these 

documents please take time to review them at a 

faculty meeting or as part of a PLC agenda. Your 

discussion is appreciated, and your input is valued 
and encouraged. 

http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/docs/curriculum-and-instructions-library/elementary-literacy-focus-of-the-month_august_october_20150819111835_719484_v1.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/docs/curriculum-and-instructions-library/secondary-literacy-focus-of-the-month_august_september_20150819111835_728439_v1.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/docs/curriculum-and-instructions-library/elementary-literacy-focus-of-the-month_august_october_20150819111835_719484_v1.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/docs/curriculum-and-instructions-library/secondary-literacy-focus-of-the-month_august_september_20150819111835_728439_v1.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1955005711191051010
https://teach.mapnwea.org/report/map/asgOnlineReport
https://teach.mapnwea.org/report/map/asgOnlineReport
http://media.wix.com/ugd/fdf0ce_c9ea74bc296f4ed4bbf161c904acd1c4.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/fdf0ce_492f45da7b5e4e8db53f6910f5184bb2.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/fdf0ce_80f0489071f845a38d5d00bb08a3f4eb.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/fdf0ce_1099fc2790f64c4b85466ef80b03f846.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/fdf0ce_2cc13262d9b448909b95f4b71aece327.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/fdf0ce_2f5124964d1442f39ce53113f872d707.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/fdf0ce_3407b2065bfd41ba9ff6ed3e2f2a1811.pdf


 
 

 Special Recognition  

Pave Procedure - developed to encourage students 

to check the dictionary definition against the 

context in which the word appeared.  It also helps 

students remember word meanings by associating 

the word with a visual image.  PAVE stands for the 

four parts of the procedure - prediction, 

association, verification, and evaluation. 

Select and Connect - This group activity is very 

effective for reviewing previously taught 

vocabulary and is a great oral language builder. 

Text Talk (p.67) - This lesson model is based on 

Text Talk, a research-based method developed by 

Isabel Beck and Margaret McKeown (Beck et al. 

2002). In Text Talk, text-specific vocabulary is 

extensively introduced after reading a story aloud 

to the students. 

Algebra Tiles –Teach students to represent and 

solve algebra problems. Help them build a deeper 
and more conceptual understanding. 

Someone once said, “The best saw swung as a 
hammer may do little good.” Always choose the best 

tool for job at hand. 

 

The Learning  

Toolkit 
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Professional Learning 

Mrs. Libby McKenzie – Principal, TPS  

Mrs. Felecia Prince – Principal, TES 

Mr. Allen Dyess – Principal, DAC  

Following our October Learning Walks 

these three principals, and teachers at 

their schools, ALL recently received praise 

from representatives from the MDE 

regarding their implementation of K-3 

literacy strategies over the past few 

years. Way to go! THANK you for ALL you 

do! 

Mrs. Alicia Ginn and her senior U.S. 

Govt. students put on a GREAT forum! 

Thank you, Mrs. Ginn, for creating a 

wonderful learning opportunity.  

This year’s district learning focus is correlated 

to a student learning goal, which is:  

 

We will increase the percent of students 

meeting projected growth on MAP assessments 

in Reading, Language, and Math by 5% in the 

2015-16 school year. 

 

Our District Learning Focus is to: 

 

Increase teachers’ use of assessment data 

(formative and summative) for the purposes of 

making decisions related to instructional 

planning and delivery. 

 Focus on the teaching and learning 

cycle.  

 Emphasis on the use of data to create 

differentiated learning opportunities for 

students. 

 Use of data for decision making 

regarding student intervention 

outcomes. 

 

Increase district and school leaders’ ability to 

set and maintaining a district/school culture of 

high expectations for learning. 

 

The 2015-16 District Focus is assigned in 

Edivate, with approximately 65 video segments 

covering areas of focus. All of us are asked to 

view and reflect on a MINIMUM of 1 (one) hour 

of video that is most relevant to your situation 

through either independent and/or collaborative 

viewing or a combination thereof. 

 

The viewing of and reflection upon focused 

video topics is considered a very effective 

professional learning design. Using Edivate as a 

PL tool helps WCSD to meet the standards 

adopted by the state board of education. More 

on these standards is available in the districts 

PL Plan.  

https://wvde.state.wv.us/strategybank/PAVEProcedure.html
http://csr.ephrata.schoolfusion.us/modules/groups/homepagefiles/cms/478203/File/Vocab/Vocab%20Strategies%20Explanation.docx
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/docs/curriculum-and-instructions-library/secondary-literacy-focus-of-the-month_august_september_20150819111835_728439_v1.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://mathbits.com/MathBits/AlgebraTiles/AlgebraTiles/AlgebraTiles.html
http://www.pd360.com/

